A HISTORY OF POLAND
years, until a strong Polish frontier force was created, the
White Ruthenian and Ukrainian populations surrendered
to Russia became centres of anti-Polish propaganda and
even of raids into Polish territory.
The financial and economic clauses of the Riga treaty
were more favourable to Poland. Soviet Russia resigned
all claim to Poland's share of the Imperial debt, and
agreed to pay reparation to Poland to the extent of thirty
million gold roubles, although this agreement was never
fulfilled. Many objects of art and historical relics carried
out of Poland by Czarist agents after the Partitions were
restored, and as much as could be traced or recovered
of the industrial equipment requisitioned in Russian
Poland during the war was returned.
The city of Wilna, the ancient capital of Lithuania,
but for many centuries more Polish than Lithuanian in
character, had been captured by the Russians during
their invasion of Poland in 1920, and when they evacuated
it the city was occupied, with Russian consent, by the
Lithuanians. The end of the Polish-Russian war found
Wilna still in Lithuanian hands, and this situation was
accepted by the Poles in a treaty signed with Lithuania
at Suwalki. The renunciation of Wilna aroused dis-
content in the Polish army, however, and particularly
in the division commanded by General Zeligowski and
recruited from the Wilna region. A few days after the
Suwalki Treaty was signed Zeligowski marched at the
head of his division into Wilna and proclaimed a pro-
visional government in the city. The Polish government
at the moment disavowed all responsibility for the
general's action, but kter Pilsudski, on resigning his
office as Chief of State, confessed to foreign diplomatists
in Warsaw that Zeligowski had acted upon his orders.
In 1922, after an election held in the province of Wilna,
320